
FROM FEMINIST KNOWING TO FEMINIST ACTION 

A Five Session Program offered by Kathleen Barry 

kathleenbarry.net – interviews, bio, books, programs 

 

In the 1960s, we feminists around the world spontaneously launched the Women’s Liberation 
Movement. Today 21st-century feminism takes up activism with its own energy, analysis, strategies, and 
activism.  In this workshop, we will link the forces that Women’s Liberation Movement put into motion 
those many years ago to engage and enlarge feminist activism today by taking you from consciousness 
raising to strategy and action. We will look to ourselves for our issues and from our revitalized 
understanding of sisterhood, we’ll then look at where and how those issues affect women in other 
cultures and places as well.      

The following lists present the content of the five session workshop which I can tailor to your group's 
interests, commitments, programs, etc.    

1. What makes feminism a movement and how is being in a movement different from 
championing a cause, or is it? What is radical feminism and what is its relationship to feminist 
reform campaigns? What part does or should sisterhood play in the feminism movement? And 
racism?  Distinguishing between genuine charges of racism and the allegations of racism as a 
backlash to feminism?  What is consciousness raising? Your group will have the opportunity to 
explore CR both in this session and between sessions of this program.  
 

2. Radical feminism brings with it a dramatic shift in our world view. What is it and why does it 
have such a powerful impact on the feminist movement? What is the relationship between 
radical feminism and other kinds of feminism, i.e., equality, reform, socialist, leftist, liberal, etc? 
Can or should feminism be revolutionary?  How does feminism address the condition of women 
globally? 
 

3. How do we “discover” those still existing but invisible forces of male domination, those issues 
that are feeding male domination but have not come to our attention yet?  I will discuss how I 
approached this problem through my writing and in my activism such as when I wrote Female 
Sexual Slavery in the absence of any movement against or feminist consciousness of it?   
 

4. From the 1960s forward, the Left and others rejected morality as a wearisome set of beliefs that 
foisted on them by puritanical anti-sex right wing people. The Left’s posturing and accusations 
cowered many feminists at the time. We will explore this question: Is there such a thing as a 
“feminist morality” which would include values, actions, the assertion of right and wrong or 
good and bad, that lead to action on behalf of women globally? We also explore these questions 
around issues like separatism (from men), man-hating. We ask ‘how do moral concerns of 
feminists resonate with women in different cultures and serve feminist solidarity?’   
 

5. Do we need global laws to protect women? Putting our thinking and consciousness into action – 
I will present a new global human rights law the Convention Against Sexual Exploitation. We will 



examine how the various threads developed in each of the sessions of this workshop are drawn 
together in this law and will discuss the kind of activism necessary to bring it to the UN for 
adoption.  

 You may get more out of the program if you have read some of my writing. But I will not assign readings 
unless you ask for them. (see kathleenbarry.net). 

This program is in five sessions and offered over skype where you bring the participants together in one 
room with skype and connect with me in northern California.  The skype sessions can be scheduled as 
you like over five days (weekly, biweekly etc) or I can hold an in person workshop with you and your 
group over a weekend.   

You bring together 10 (minimum) participants who are paying the full per person cost.  You can add 
more participants up to 15 with free or partial tuition for those who want to attend but cannot afford it.   

 

PAYMENTS 

Payment per person - $125.00 USD.  Payment is to be made altogether in one sum and, if necessary, 
converted into USD through PayPal. Payment is due one week before our first session. When using Pay 
Pal, specify “payment to friend”, leaving shipping address blank. It is necessary to indicate payment is 
for services not for goods. 


